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                 Persinformatie 



All New Ford GT Race Car to Make European Debut
at Silverstone Ahead of Historic Return to Le Mans 

· All-new Ford GT will make its European racing debut at the opening round of  the 2016 FIA World Endurance Championship at Silverstone in the U.K. in April

· Two cars will compete in the GT-Endurance Pro Class ahead of a return to Le Mans where the original Ford GT40 famously first won 50 years ago

· The Ford GT race car will compete in all nine rounds of the FIA World Endurance Championship and IMSA WeatherTech SportsCar Championship in 2016

AMSTERDAM, 2 oktober 2015 – Ford’s all-new GT race car – revealed at Le Mans in June – will make its European racing debut at the Silverstone Circuit in the U.K. next April.

Two cars will line up on the grid for the opening round of the 2016 FIA World Endurance Championship (WEC) where they will compete in the GT-Endurance Pro Class for the Royal Automobile Club Tourist Trophy. 

The event is the first of nine WEC rounds announced by the FIA for 2016. Ford will later make its historic return to the Le Sarthe circuit in France where, 50 years ago, Ford’s GT40 won the first of four consecutive Le Mans titles.

“We believe the Ford GT’s advances in aerodynamics, light-weighting and EcoBoost power will make for a compelling race car that can once again compete on a global stage,” said Raj Nair, Ford group vice president, Global Product Development and chief technical officer. “The same spirit that drove the innovation behind the first Ford GT still drives us as a company today. Let the racing begin!”

Based on the all-new Ford GT supercar unveiled in January and powered by the same Ford 3.5‑litre EcoBoost engine, the all new Ford GT race car is engineered from advanced lightweight composites featuring carbon fibre for an exceptionally rigid but light chassis. 

Both the race car and production car will arrive in 2016 to mark the 50th anniversary of Ford GT40 race cars placing 1-2-3 at the 1966 24 Hours of Le Mans. Ford went on to repeat its victory at Le Mans in 1967, 1968 and 1969.

As well as competing in the full 2016 FIA WEC, the GT Race Car will contest the IMSA WeatherTech SportsCar Championship (WTSCC), making its global competition debut in January at the Rolex 24 in Daytona, Fla. 
Drivers’ details will be announced later.

2016 FIA World Endurance Championship Provisional Calendar*
Alongside the existing eight rounds an additional race will take place in Mexico, to be confirmed as the contract is still being finalised. The 2016 schedule will feature nine races in four continents:
· March 25/6: The Prologue, Circuit Paul Ricard, France

· April 17: 6 Hours of Silverstone, Great Britain

· May 7: WEC 6 Hours of Spa, Belgium

· June 5: 24 Hours of Le Mans Test Day

· June 18/19: 24 Hours of Le Mans, France

· July 24: 6 Hours of Nürburgring, Germany

· Sept. 4: 6 Hours of Mexico City, Mexico (TBC)
· Sept. 17: 6 Hours of Circuit of the Americas (Lone Star Le Mans), U.S.

· Oct. 16: 6 Hours of Fuji, Japan

· Nov. 6: 6 Hours of Shanghai, China

· Nov. 19: 6 Hours of Bahrain, Bahrain
2016 IMSA WeatherTech SportsCar Championship Schedule

· Jan 30/31: Daytona International Speedway, Daytona Beach, Fla.**
· Mar 19: Sebring International Raceway, Sebring, Fla.**
· Apr 16: Long Beach Street Circuit, Long Beach, Calif. (WeatherTech Championship Prototype (P), Prototype Challenge (PC) and GT Le Mans (GTLM) only)

· May 1: Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca, Monterey, Calif.
· June 4: Belle Isle Park, Detroit, Mich. (P, PC and GT Daytona (GTD) only)

· July 3: Watkins Glen International, Watkins Glen, N.Y.**
· July 10: Canadian Tire Motorsport Park, Bowmanville, Ontario, Canada
· July 23: Lime Rock Park, Lakeville, Conn. (PC, GTLM and GTD only)

· Aug. 7: Road America, Elkhart Lake, Wis.
· Aug. 21: Virginia International Raceway, Alton, Va. (GTLM and GTD only)

· Sept. 17: Circuit of The Americas, Austin, Texas
· Oct. 1: Road Atlanta, Braselton, Ga.**
# # #

* Subject to validation by the FIA World Motor Sport Council
** Tequila Patron North American Endurance Cup events
# # #

Over Ford Motor Company
Ford Motor Company is gevestigd in Dearborn, Michigan (VS), en is een toonaangevend bedrijf in de auto-industrie. Het bedrijf houdt zich op zes continenten bezig met de fabricage of distributie van auto's. Het bedrijf beschikt wereldwijd over ongeveer 194.000 medewerkers en 66 fabrieken en exploiteert de merken Ford en Lincoln. Via Ford Motor Credit Company biedt het bedrijf financiële diensten aan. Ga naar www.corporate.ford.com voor meer informatie over de producten van Ford.
Ford Europa fabriceert, verkoopt en onderhoudt auto's van het merk Ford in 50 afzonderlijke markten en heeft ongeveer 53.000 werknemers in dienst. Joint ventures en zelfstandige activiteiten meegeteld, werken er ongeveer 66.000 mensen voor het bedrijf. Ford Europa bestaat uit Ford Motor Credit Company, Ford Customer Service Division en 23 productiefaciliteiten (15 eigen of geïntegreerde joint venture-faciliteiten en 8 zelfstandige joint venture-faciliteiten). De eerste auto's van Ford werden in 1903 naar Europa verscheept, hetzelfde jaar waarin Ford Motor Company is opgericht. De productie in Europa begon in 1911.

Voor meer informatie over Ford:
Ford Nederland B.V.

Afdeling Public Relations

Sebastiaan van de Pol
Telefoon: 020-5044778
E-mail: svandepo@ford.com 
Mediasite: www.fordmediacenter.nl






Ga naar www.fordmediacenter.nl voor persinformatie, aanvullend materiaal, hoge-resolutiefoto's en video´s

Volg Ford op www.facebook.com/FordNederland, www.twitter.com/PRFordNL of http://www.youtube.com/user/Fordnederland
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