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                 Persinformatie 



Ford Mondeo Vignale – Handcrafted and Individually Tailored


The first vehicle to be introduced as part of Ford’s unique Vignale upscale product and ownership experience, the Ford Mondeo Vignale delivers quality craftsmanship, superior refinement, and exclusive specification.

Available in four-door and wagon bodystyles, the Ford Mondeo Vignale offers a unique quilted and tuxedo-stitched leather interior, also exclusive to Vignale; Nocciola metallic paint colour, and special alloy wheel designs. 

“Ford Vignale is the highest expression of the Ford brand in Europe bringing together award-winning design with a unique ownership experience,” said Jim Farley, chairman and CEO, Ford of Europe. “Our vision for Vignale is to create a modern contemporary upscale experience that makes Vignale a valued part of customers’ lives, starting with the Ford Mondeo Vignale, and next year the Ford S‑MAX Vignale.”
A key component of the Ford Vignale experience is the Vignale Lounge, an integral part of more than 200 flagship FordStores across Europe, offering a new seamless way of experiencing the full range of Ford products and services. The Vignale Lounge provides an environment designed to ensure customers feel valued and respected, relaxed and comfortable.
Customers are supported by a Vignale relationship manager for a personalised service tailored to their needs for the lifetime of their vehicle ownership, and 24 hour free-phone assistance from the Vignale One Call service. Vignale customers also can use Ford’s new dedicated Ford Vignale Internet destination and online configurator for options and pricing. 

The new Vignale Service smartphone app will support customers with GPS-enabled services including Vignale Park Me, which allows drivers to record an exact location and time elapsed since parking their vehicle. Using online map data, the app also can help drivers locate fuel stations, and provides a one-touch connection with emergency services or Vignale One Call. 

Handcrafted and individually tailored 

Ford produces the Mondeo Vignale at the company’s state-of-the-art Valencia Assembly Plant, in Spain. Hand-finished by dedicated craftspeople at the special Vignale Centre, each model also is subjected to 100 additional quality checks.

Passionate about precision and attention to detail, experts spend more than two hours hand‑polishing the paintwork to create the perfect high-gloss finish; and also carefully scrutinise the fine detailing and stitching of 40 individual laser-cut pieces of leather trim fitted to each seat.

Ford worked for two-and-a-half years to perfect the design of the Vignale seats that are inspired by luxurious handmade leather goods. Each hide that goes into the full-grain premium Windsor Leather undergoes a rigorous selection process and natural markings are minimised. 

This enhances the appearance for the unique Vignale hexagonal quilting, tuxedo stitching and soft-touch elements that extend to the instrument panel, centre console, arm-rest, and door 
top-rolls.
Refinement enhanced
The Ford Mondeo Vignale delivers a quiet, smooth and comfortable ride using sophisticated technologies and an advanced chassis structure. Active Noise Control uses opposing sound waves to counter undesirable noises from the engine and transmission within the cabin, and enhanced sound insulation better isolates road noise. In addition, acoustic glass helps to reduce wind noise to levels normally experienced only in the premium segment.
Ford’s integral link rear suspension offers a smooth ride in particular for rear seat passengers and reduces noise levels by allowing the wheel to move further rearwards on impact with bumps. For front passengers, comfort is enhanced by Multi-Contour Seats with Active Motion massage function. Designed to reduce muscle fatigue particularly on longer journeys, the seats use 11 inflatable cushions for an unobtrusive massaging effect on thighs, bottom and lower back.
Exclusive style 

The new Ford Mondeo Vignale exterior offers a sleek, emotive design that reflects the latest Ford global design language. Exclusive details include:

· An upper grille featuring unique Vignale hexagonal design in dark matt metallic finish and with a polished aluminium surround

· A high-gloss lower grille with chrome bars
· Dual chrome exhausts with polished aluminium surround and matt-finished trim 
· Chrome door details
· A high-gloss finish for the windshield pillar and door mirror base, and for the central and rear window pillars

· Dedicated 18-inch and optional 19-inch Vignale lustre nickel alloy wheels and exclusive colour Vignale Nocciola 
· Metallic paint as standard, with further options including Vignale Black, Vignale Silver and premium four-coat Vignale White

Premium technology and powertrains
The Ford Mondeo Vignale offers sophisticated driver assistance technologies and equipment that contribute to a simplified and stress-free experience. Pre-Collision Assist with Pedestrian Detection can reduce the severity of some frontal collisions involving vehicles and pedestrians, or help drivers avoid some impacts altogether. Also available are: 

· SYNC 2, delivered as standard and enabling drivers to operate phone, entertainment, climate and navigation systems using simple conversational language. The system can even bring up a list of local restaurants with a simple voice command: “I’m hungry”
· Active Park Assist featuring Perpendicular Parking enables drivers to detect suitably-sized parking spaces and reverse hands-free into them
· Traffic Sign Recognition, delivered as standard and providing drivers with the latest detected speed limit, cancellation signs and overtaking restrictions via the instrument cluster display

· Active City Stop, which can apply automatic braking to mitigate or avoid a collision with a vehicle ahead at speeds of up to 40 km/h (25 mph) 
· Ford Dynamic LED headlights, which combine the daylight-mimicking light clarity of full-LED headlamps with Ford’s Adaptive Front Lighting System that adjusts the headlight beam angle and intensity to match the driving environment
An advanced Sony DAB audio and navigation system with 12 hi-fidelity speakers also is offered, and comfort and convenience are further enhanced for drivers with features including a power-adjustable, memory-equipped steering column, power tailgate and heated steering wheel. Improving safety for rear-seat passengers, Ford’s industry-first Inflatable Rear Seatbelts rapidly expand in the event of an accident to disperse crash forces across a body area five times greater than that achieved by a conventional seatbelt.
The Vignale story
For centuries, Turin, in Italy, has been associated with highly-skilled metal work. The city’s first coachbuilders (carrozziere) were responsible for the construction of horse-drawn carriages using strong, light-weight materials and working from small workshops.
At the beginning of the twentieth century, coachbuilders turned their talents to the early motor car.  One such coachbuilder was Alfredo Vignale, who came from a family of highly-skilled Turin metal workers. A natural panel beater, Vignale was one of the first carrozziera to see a car chassis as something that could facilitate unique made-to-measure designs.
Trained by master coachbuilder Pinin Farina, who created iconic designs for Italian automobile makers, Alfredo Vignale established a small coach-building workshop with his brothers in Turin in 1946, aged just 33. Leading a small team of craftsmen, they built stylish light-weight one-off creations for Alfa Romeo, Ferrari, Fiat, Lancia and Maserati.

Alfredo Vignale was described by Italian newspaper “Tuttosport” as “the most personal and independent artist we know – his style has nothing in common with others, he experiments both with fantasy and technique, and his cars first surprise and then convince you.”

# # #

Over Ford Motor Company
Ford Motor Company is gevestigd in Dearborn, Michigan (VS), en is een toonaangevend bedrijf in de auto-industrie. Het bedrijf houdt zich op zes continenten bezig met de fabricage of distributie van auto's. Het bedrijf telt wereldwijd ongeveer 197.000 medewerkers en 67 fabrieken en exploiteert de merken Ford en Lincoln. Via Ford Motor Credit Company biedt het bedrijf financiële diensten aan. Ga naar www.corporate.ford.com voor meer informatie over de producten van Ford.
Ford Europa fabriceert, verkoopt en onderhoudt auto's van het merk Ford in 50 afzonderlijke markten en heeft ongeveer 53.000 werknemers in dienst. Joint ventures en zelfstandige activiteiten meegeteld, werken er ongeveer 66.000 mensen voor het bedrijf. Ford Europa bestaat uit Ford Motor Credit Company, Ford Customer Service Division en 23 productiefaciliteiten (15 eigen of geïntegreerde joint venture-faciliteiten en 8 zelfstandige joint venture-faciliteiten). De eerste auto's van Ford werden in 1903 naar Europa verscheept, hetzelfde jaar waarin Ford Motor Company is opgericht. De productie in Europa begon in 1911.

Voor meer informatie over Ford:
Ford Nederland B.V.

Afdeling Public Relations

Sebastiaan van de Pol
Telefoon: 020-5044778
E-mail: svandepo@ford.com 
Mediasite: www.fordmediacenter.nl






Ga naar www.fordmediacenter.nl voor persinformatie, aanvullend materiaal, hoge-resolutiefoto's en video´s

Volg Ford op www.facebook.com/FordNederland, www.twitter.com/PRFordNL of http://www.youtube.com/user/Fordnederland
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