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                 News 



Innovative Smartphone App Saves Ford Factory Workers 
Daily 1‑Kilometre Walk, Enhances Quality and Efficiency
· Ford develops smartphone app that enables workers to make instant on‑the‑spot checks, stop the line as required, improves accuracy and efficiency

· New wrist-worn Portable Quality Assurance Device saves production line workers from walking more than one kilometre a day, replaces paper-based system that relied on a desktop PC 
· Ford looks to roll-out wearable device – which simplifies increasingly complex manufacturing process –  to other plants after successful pilot project in Valencia, Spain
· Ford this year opened the Automotive Wearables Experience lab at its Research and Innovation Center in Dearborn, Michigan, U.S.   
AMSTERDAM, 10 februari 2016 – More than a century after Henry Ford started the first moving assembly line, Ford Motor Company is bringing his pioneering invention into the smartphone age.

Ford has developed a wearable device, which connected to a smartphone app, enables production line workers to make faster and more accurate quality checks on new vehicles.

Previously, workers at Ford’s manufacturing facility in Valencia, Spain, used a paper-based system that involved walking back and forth more than one kilometre a day to access information on desktop PCs. Now, a new Android app means specification and quality checks can be made on the spot using a wrist-worn Portable Quality Assurance Device, and the moving assembly line can be stopped immediately as needed.

“We have varied options and features across our vehicle range and digital innovation in our plants helps to generate lean methods within the manufacturing process,” said Linda Cash, vice president, Manufacturing, Ford of Europe. “The ability to simply consult a smartphone screen to check any aspect of a vehicle’s quality and specification helps to guarantee highest levels of product quality, and improves work processes and manufacturing efficiency.” 
The Bluetooth-enabled device recognises the exact quality inspection requirements for each vehicle that passes along the assembly line. These are displayed on the touchscreen of the wrist-worn device, and team members are then able to instantly follow up and approve. The new system has helped to reduce human error by 7 per cent while at the same time making each vehicle check seven seconds quicker. In Valencia alone, where the number of vehicles produced this year is expected to exceed 400,000 units, this represents a substantial time saving that allows additional quality inspections. 

Ford builds six nameplates and even more body styles in Valencia that include hundreds of different vehicle specifications. These include the Mondeo sedan, the Mondeo Vignale, Kuga SUV, Transit Connect light commercial vehicle, Tourneo Connect people-mover, all-new S-MAX multi-activity vehicle, and Galaxy seven-seat people-mover. The company recently announced it is completing the final part of a €2.3 billion investment in manufacturing operations in Valencia, transforming the facility into one of the world’s most advanced, flexible and productive auto plants.
Ford production manager Ramón García proposed the wearable device connected to a smartphone app to the plant’s management team after observing his colleagues and family increasingly using smartphone and tablet apps on lunch breaks and at home. Ford in partnership with local software company, Visia Solutions S.L, developed the Android-powered app.   

“Smart mobile technology increasingly helps my colleagues and my family organise our personal lives. It struck me that we could apply similar technology to the workplace – and improve the automotive production process,” García said. “This technology helps us to better handle the increased complexity of more vehicles and more vehicle specifications being produced on a single assembly line.
“The initial feedback from production line workers has been very positive and we are actively looking at other areas in the process where we could deploy digital innovation and further increase quality and efficiency,” García said.
As more consumers embrace wearable devices such as smart watches, glasses and fitness trackers, Ford this year opened the Automotive Wearables Experience lab at its Research and Innovation Center in Dearborn, Michigan, U.S. Here, scientists and engineers are working to integrate wearable devices and vehicles to enable driver-assist technologies to be more aware of the driver behind the wheel – particularly when that driver is stressed or sleepy.
Following a successful pilot project, Ford is now looking into rolling out the Portable Quality Assurance Devices – believed to be an industry-first – to other plants. 
Valencia also is among Ford facilities in Europe that has introduced an advanced wi-fi network for the flexible installation to vehicles on production lines of the software required for voice‑activated connectivity system SYNC 2. This enables assembly workers to download vehicle-specific language and navigation packs as required for each vehicle.
###
Ford Motor Company
Ford Motor Company is wereldwijd toonaangevend op het gebied van auto's en mobiliteit. Het bedrijf is gevestigd in Dearborn, Mich., Verenigde Staten. Het bedrijf heeft 199.000 werknemers en 67 fabrieken wereldwijd. De kerntaken zijn het ontwerpen, fabriceren, op de markt brengen, financieren en onderhouden van een volledig assortiment personenauto's, pick-ups, SUV's en elektrisch aangedreven auto's van het merk Ford. Ook het luxemerk Lincoln maakt deel uit van Ford. Daarnaast houdt Ford zich via Ford Smart Mobility ook intensief bezig met nieuwe mogelijkheden. Met dit plan streeft Ford ernaar om toonaangevend te zijn op het gebied van connectiviteit, mobiliteit, autonome auto's, de klantervaring en data analytics. Meer informatie over Ford, zijn internationale producten of over de Ford Motor Credit Company, vindt u op www.corporate.ford.com.
Ford Europa fabriceert, verkoopt en onderhoudt auto's van het merk Ford in 50 afzonderlijke markten en heeft ongeveer 53.000 werknemers in dienst. Joint ventures en zelfstandige activiteiten meegeteld, werken er ongeveer 68.000 mensen voor het bedrijf. Ford Europa bestaat uit Ford Motor Credit Company, Ford Customer Service Division en 24 productiefaciliteiten (16 eigen of geïntegreerde joint venture-faciliteiten en 8 zelfstandige joint venture-faciliteiten). De eerste auto's van Ford werden in 1903 naar Europa verscheept, hetzelfde jaar waarin Ford Motor Company is opgericht. De productie in Europa begon in 1911.
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 HYPERLINK "https://www.instagram.com/fordnederland/"  


 HYPERLINK "https://www.linkedin.com/company/ford-nederland-bv"  


 HYPERLINK "https://www.youtube.com/user/Fordnederland"  

For news releases, related materials, photos and video, visit www.fordmedia.eu or www.media.ford.com. 

Follow www.twitter.com/FordEu or www.youtube.com/fordofeurope 
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