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Curtain Up for Ford’s Final Rehearsal for the Le Mans 24 Hours

· Ford Chip Ganassi Racing has its sights set on a clean and trouble-free race in the ‘WEC 6 Hours of Spa’, the final competitive outing before Le Mans
AMSTERDAM, 4 mei 2016 – The Ford Chip Ganassi Racing Ford GTs will be back on track later this week for the ‘WEC 6 Hours of Spa’, just over two weeks after making their FIA World Endurance Championship debut at Silverstone.

Ask any international racing driver to name their favourite track and Belgium’s Spa-Franchorchamps Grand Prix Circuit features high on every list. The technically demanding seven-kilometre track weaves through the Ardennes Forest like a rollercoaster ride, providing a stern test of man and machine. Legendary corners such as ‘Eau Rouge’ and ‘Blanchimont’ combine to form one of the world’s best racing circuits and the most fitting venue for the final rehearsal for the Le Mans 24 Hours. 

The Ford Chip Ganassi Racing Team headed to the Motorland Aragon circuit in Spain for a vital endurance test immediately after finishing fourth and fifth in their debut race at the 6 Hours of Silverstone. 

“The objective of the Motorland Test was to test the Ford GT to its limit in an endurance run,” said WEC team principal George Howard-Chappell. “We completed a run that was comfortably longer than the Le Mans 24 Hours, which gives us great confidence in the reliability of the cars. Spa is our last race before Le Mans so it would be nice to think we can improve on our Silverstone result and make it onto the podium.”

Stefan Mücke knows how to put a quick lap together at Spa, proven by the fact that he holds the GTE Pro lap record there. After finishing in fifth place in the #66 Ford GT at Silverstone with Olivier Pla and Billy Johnson, the German racer wants to finish higher up the order this time out.

“We had a very promising race at Silverstone,” Mücke said. “The car ran like clockwork and the team did so well, especially when you consider that the pit stops during the race were the first ‘hot’ stops they had done. We are now ready to aim for the next step, and that is a podium finish! Spa is one of my favourite circuits so I’m excited to drive the Ford GT there. It has a good combination of corners and I think it will be a good circuit for our car.”

Along with Marino Franchitti and Harry Tincknell, Andy Priaulx took the #67 Ford GT to fourth place at Silverstone, just short of the podium. This time the triple World Touring Car Champion has his sights set on the silverware. 

“It would be great to go to Spa and fight for a podium finish,” Priaulx said. “Our reliability was impressive at Silverstone and now we need to build on this for the coming races. Spa should be a good circuit for us. It is a fast circuit where set up is very important and we have a lot of confidence in the balance of the Ford GT. 

“We’re a very ambitious team,” Priaulx continued. “It was always going to be a big ask – building a team for Le Mans with only two preparation races – but I am really happy with how we have built this up in such a short space of time. All credit to George Howard-Chappell and the Ford Chip Ganassi Racing team. We have a 24-hour car now and a strong team so let’s see what we can do at Spa.”
The Ford GTs will hit the track at Spa on Thursday at 12:15 CET for the first free practice session. GTE Qualifying takes place on Friday at 16:05 CET and the WEC 6 Hours of Spa gets underway on Saturday at 14:30 CET. 
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Ford Chip Ganassi Racing WEC driver line-ups:

66 - Stefan Mücke, Olivier Pla, Billy Johnson

67 - Marino Franchitti, Andy Priaulx, Harry Tincknell
About Chip Ganassi Racing Teams

Chip Ganassi has been a fixture in the auto racing industry for over 25 years and is considered one of the most successful as well as innovative owners the sport has anywhere in the world. Today his teams include four cars in the Verizon IndyCar Series, two cars in the NASCAR Sprint Cup Series, one car in the NASCAR XFINITY Series, two factory Ford GT’s in the IMSA WeatherTech SportsCar Championship, two factory Ford GT’s in the FIA World Endurance Championship and two Supercars in Red Bull Global Rallycross. Overall his teams have 18 championships and 170 victories, including four Indianapolis 500s, a Daytona 500, a Brickyard 400 and six Rolex 24 At Daytonas and the 12 Hours of Sebring. Ganassi boasts state-of-the-art race shop facilities in Indianapolis and Concord, N.C., with a corporate office in Pittsburgh, Penn.  For more information log onto: www.chipganassiracing.com
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Zelf rijden
Wilt u als redacteur zelf een keer rijden met één van de nieuwe Ford modellen, neem dan contact op met de afdeling PR van Ford Nederland via prfordnl@ford.com. 

Uw lezers zijn uiteraard ook van harte welkom om een proefrit in te plannen bij één van de officiële Ford dealers. Het aanvragen van een proefrit kan via deze link: http://www.ford.nl/SBE/ProefritAanvragen/ProefritAanvragenPersonenautos 

Ford Motor Company
Ford Motor Company is wereldwijd toonaangevend op het gebied van auto's en mobiliteit. Het bedrijf is gevestigd in Dearborn, Mich., Verenigde Staten. Het bedrijf heeft 199.000 werknemers en 67 fabrieken wereldwijd. De kerntaken zijn het ontwerpen, fabriceren, op de markt brengen, financieren en onderhouden van een volledig assortiment personenauto's, pick-ups, SUV's en elektrisch aangedreven auto's van het merk Ford. Ook het luxemerk Lincoln maakt deel uit van Ford. Daarnaast houdt Ford zich via Ford Smart Mobility ook intensief bezig met nieuwe mogelijkheden. Met dit plan streeft Ford ernaar om toonaangevend te zijn op het gebied van connectiviteit, mobiliteit, autonome auto's, de klantervaring en data analytics. Meer informatie over Ford, zijn internationale producten of over de Ford Motor Credit Company, vindt u op www.corporate.ford.com.
Ford Europa fabriceert, verkoopt en onderhoudt auto's van het merk Ford in 50 afzonderlijke markten en heeft ongeveer 53.000 werknemers in dienst. Joint ventures en zelfstandige activiteiten meegeteld, werken er ongeveer 68.000 mensen voor het bedrijf. Ford Europa bestaat uit Ford Motor Credit Company, Ford Customer Service Division en 24 productiefaciliteiten (16 eigen of geïntegreerde joint venture-faciliteiten en 8 zelfstandige joint venture-faciliteiten). De eerste auto's van Ford werden in 1903 naar Europa verscheept, hetzelfde jaar waarin Ford Motor Company is opgericht. De productie in Europa begon in 1911.

Voor meer informatie over Ford:
Ford Nederland B.V.

Afdeling Public Relations

Sebastiaan van de Pol
Telefoon: 020-5044778
E-mail: svandepo@ford.com 
Mediasite: www.fordmediacenter.nl

 


 HYPERLINK "https://www.instagram.com/fordnederland/"  


 HYPERLINK "https://www.linkedin.com/company/ford-nederland-bv"  


 HYPERLINK "https://www.youtube.com/user/Fordnederland"  

Ga naar www.fordmediacenter.nl voor persinformatie, aanvullend materiaal, hoge-resolutiefoto's en video´s

Volg Ford op www.facebook.com/FordNederland, www.twitter.com/PRFordNL of http://www.youtube.com/user/Fordnederland
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