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Ford Ready to Re-engage in the WEC Championship Battle at Germany’s Nürburgring 

· FIA World Endurance Championship battle heats up in Germany for Ford Chip Ganassi Racing 

· Stefan Mücke and Olivier Pla lead driver’s championship in #66 Ford GT
AMSTERDAM, 21 juli 2016 – The FIA World Endurance Championship roars back into life at the Nürburgring in Germany this weekend after a short post-Le Mans break. The Ford Chip Ganassi team has its sights set on championship success and currently leads the FIA Endurance Trophy for LM GTE Pro Teams and sits third in the World Endurance Cup for GT Manufacturers.

“We recently announced that Ford is here for the long haul,” Ford Performance global director, Dave Pericak said, referencing the recent announcement that the Ford GT race programme will run until 2019. “Our intentions are very clear in that we are here to win. With the IMSA team on a winning streak, we’re excited for the WEC guys to get back on track at the Nürburgring. We know it will be difficult but we are ready for the challenges that lie ahead of us.”

The driver line-up in the #66 Ford GT has dropped to a two-man from a three-man crew as Le Mans third driver Billy Johnson has returned to racing in the U.S. With their fourth place finish at Le Mans earning them full WEC points (as the top three finishers were not WEC entrants) Germany’s Stefan Mücke and Frenchman Olivier Pla are leading the World Endurance Cup for GT Drivers.

“Le Mans was a great success for everyone involved in this programme,” Mücke said. “It was an amazing effort by the whole team and it makes you really proud to be part of it. Now it is time for us to get the first WEC win and of course fight for the championship. We are leading the driver’s championship, which is a great feeling, but the season is long and the competitors are strong. Of course we want to win races but we also need to be consistent and collect as many points as possible. 

“I really like the Nürburgring,” he continued. “Last year the atmosphere was really good there with all of the enthusiasm we felt from the spectators so I’m hoping it will be the same this weekend. The track is interesting, not just for us drivers but because the characteristics of it provide some good overtaking opportunities so we should be able to put on a good show. At the Nürburgring you have a good mixture of everything: slow technical sections with high and medium-speed corners. The handling of the Ford GT is well balanced so I’m sure we can fight for a podium position.” 

The drivers of the #67 Ford GT had a tough time at Le Mans, where they had to deal with a gearbox problem just before the start of the race that left them on the back foot. A ninth-place finish was not representative of the effort put in by the #67 crew. British racer Harry Tincknell has recently re-signed with the Ford squad and will join fellow Brits Andy Priaulx and Marino Franchitti at the Nürburgring this weekend.

“First of all, I’m very happy to be staying with Ford as it’s a very exciting time to be a Ford GT driver!” Tincknell said. “The Nürburgring is one of my favourite tracks and somewhere I always seem to go well. It really has a bit of everything so you need a car that is strong in all areas to be competitive. I think we have that in the Ford GT and I'm looking forward to going wheel to wheel with our competitors. 

“There are some big braking zones into the first corner and final chicane, which are excellent overtaking opportunities as they precede long straights. The first sector is quite tight and twisty and you have to have your line spot on in order to be fast. The Schumacher Esses are really fast and should be a good test for the aerodynamics of our car and I'll be intrigued to see if we can do it flat out.” 

The track action gets underway at the 5.148-kilometre Nürburgring circuit on Friday, July 22, when the cars take to the track for the first free practice session at 12:00 CET. The 6 Hours of Nürburgring race will begin at 13:00 CET on Sunday, July 24.
# # #
Zelf rijden
Wilt u als redacteur zelf een keer rijden met één van de nieuwe Ford modellen, neem dan contact op met de afdeling PR van Ford Nederland via prfordnl@ford.com. 

Uw lezers zijn uiteraard ook van harte welkom om een proefrit in te plannen bij één van de officiële Ford dealers. Het aanvragen van een proefrit kan via deze link: http://www.ford.nl/SBE/ProefritAanvragen/ProefritAanvragenPersonenautos 

Ford Motor Company
Ford Motor Company is wereldwijd toonaangevend op het gebied van auto's en mobiliteit. Het bedrijf is gevestigd in Dearborn, Mich., Verenigde Staten. Het bedrijf heeft 199.000 werknemers en 67 fabrieken wereldwijd. De kerntaken zijn het ontwerpen, fabriceren, op de markt brengen, financieren en onderhouden van een volledig assortiment personenauto's, pick-ups, SUV's en elektrisch aangedreven auto's van het merk Ford. Ook het luxemerk Lincoln maakt deel uit van Ford. Daarnaast houdt Ford zich via Ford Smart Mobility ook intensief bezig met nieuwe mogelijkheden. Met dit plan streeft Ford ernaar om toonaangevend te zijn op het gebied van connectiviteit, mobiliteit, autonome auto's, de klantervaring en data analytics. Meer informatie over Ford, zijn internationale producten of over de Ford Motor Credit Company, vindt u op www.corporate.ford.com.
Ford Europa fabriceert, verkoopt en onderhoudt auto's van het merk Ford in 50 afzonderlijke markten en heeft ongeveer 53.000 werknemers in dienst. Joint ventures en zelfstandige activiteiten meegeteld, werken er ongeveer 68.000 mensen voor het bedrijf. Ford Europa bestaat uit Ford Motor Credit Company, Ford Customer Service Division en 24 productiefaciliteiten (16 eigen of geïntegreerde joint venture-faciliteiten en 8 zelfstandige joint venture-faciliteiten). De eerste auto's van Ford werden in 1903 naar Europa verscheept, hetzelfde jaar waarin Ford Motor Company is opgericht. De productie in Europa begon in 1911.

Voor meer informatie over Ford:
Ford Nederland B.V.

Afdeling Public Relations

Sebastiaan van de Pol
Telefoon: 020-5044778
E-mail: svandepo@ford.com 
Mediasite: www.fordmediacenter.nl
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