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                 Mediabericht 


Ford breidt tests met autonome voertuigen uit naar Washington, D.C.
· Ford en stadsbestuur Washington, D.C. testen hoe zelfsturende auto's kunnen worden ingezet en of dit de arbeidsmarkt positief kan beïnvloeden
· Ford werkt ook samen met de D.C. Infrastructure Academy, een opleidingscentrum dat inwoners opleidt tot autotechnici en wagenparkbeheerders

· Aanvulling op testgebieden in Detroit, Pittsburgh en Miami
AMSTELVEEN, 1 november 2018 – Net als het doorvoeren van een nieuw wetsvoorstel, vereist het opzetten van de dienstverlening met autonome voertuigen veel coördinatie. Autonoom rijdende auto's moeten niet alleen veilig en betrouwbaar zijn, ze moeten ook samenwerken met de bedrijven, mensen en steden die ze bedienen. Bovendien moeten autonome auto’s kunnen functioneren in een opzet die past bij hun toepassingsmogelijkheden en behoefte aan onderhoud voor optimale inzetbaarheid.
Lees hieronder het volledige bericht in het Engels:
As Ford’s work in all those areas continues in Detroit, Pittsburgh and Miami, we are expanding to become the first company to test autonomous vehicles in Washington, D.C., according to the district, by establishing a self-driving vehicle business – a business that will be responsive to the needs of the city and its residents. 

Both Ford and district officials are committed to exploring how self-driving vehicles can be deployed in an equitable way across the various neighborhoods that make up Washington, D.C., and in a way that promotes job creation. 

The advent of self-driving vehicles promises a chance to make it more affordable and easier for people to get to jobs by filling gaps in access to public transportation, new ways to deliver food and other products, and more. It also means change – and how we prepare for that change will greatly impact people and their communities.

That’s why we’ll be working with local officials in Washington, D.C., to ensure that we test our self-driving vehicles in all eight of the district’s wards – and eventually operate business pilot programs in all eight wards as well – as we work toward deployment of a commercial service in 2021. We believe that ensuring widespread access to mobility services enabled by self-driving vehicles is vital, a sentiment that was underscored in a report by Securing America’s Future Energy, which found that autonomous technology could improve people’s access to jobs as well as retail markets.

Our partners at Argo AI, who are leading development of the self-driving system, already have vehicles on district streets, mapping roads in the first step toward testing in autonomous mode. Over the next year, the fleet will grow as we expand testing areas, including within the city's downtown core.

Meanwhile, we’re also collaborating with the D.C. Infrastructure Academy in Ward 8, a workforce training center launched by Mayor Muriel Bowser earlier this year that prepares residents for a number of jobs. We are looking to train a roster of vehicle operators, who will be responsible for safely operating and monitoring our test vehicles on public roads and on closed courses throughout the development process. Additionally, we will work to train residents for auto technician careers that could involve self-driving vehicles in the future. This training will be through courses developed by Excel Automotive in Ward 7 and Ford’s Automotive Career Exploration program with support from local dealers Chesapeake Ford Truck, DARCARS and Sheehy Ford of Marlow Heights.

With new technology comes new opportunities, after all, and self-driving vehicles won’t be an exception. According to the same SAFE report, a strong workforce development infrastructure can smooth over employment disruptions and “speed the evolution of worker skill requirements that will contribute to full employment and economic growth.” Acting now in preparation for the future is necessary so that we aren’t caught flat-footed as autonomous technology gains mainstream adoption. Part of that means making sure all residents have the chance to learn new skills, and we are committed to helping identify new jobs for communities as self-driving vehicles take to the streets.

As we move forward with these initiatives, we’re fortunate to be working with Mayor Bowser. She and her administration have been strong supporters of new mobility initiatives, with a track record of leadership on autonomous technology. Washington, D.C., part of the Bloomberg Aspen Initiative on Cities and Autonomous Vehicles, is the first city to conduct pilots with food delivery bots, and its long-term planning calls for the District to become a test bed for self-driving vehicles and connected technology. 

To manage our fleet on the ground, we have also established an autonomous vehicle operations terminal in Ward 5. This terminal is where we’ll continue developing our vehicle management process, house our fleet, wash sensors and clean vehicles, as well as conduct routine maintenance and troubleshoot any potential problems. All told, this is a great opportunity to see how we can take what we’ve learned in Miami-Dade County and begin building out operations in a new city.

Finally, expanding our operations into Washington, D.C., is an enormous opportunity to understand how a comprehensive self-driving business could be utilized. The city is one of the largest markets in the United States, with its population growing significantly during working hours as people commute from the suburbs or take the subway. Outside of commuters, there are millions of visitors every year, major conferences, a popular food scene, and high demand for ride-hailing and delivery services. 

Aside from building a fleet that can handle such a diverse workload, self-driving vehicles will also need to operate within a solid regulatory framework. Earlier this year we shared how we are prioritizing safety, in “A Matter of Trust: Ford’s Approach to Developing Self-Driving Vehicles”, but now with our cars on the roads in D.C., it’s important that lawmakers see self-driving vehicles with their own eyes as we keep pushing for legislation that governs their safe use across the country. 

This technology holds the potential to change our world far beyond our nation’s capital, but D.C. is an ideal place to continue building the foundation for a great service – one that helps free up our roads, ease congestion and improve people’s access to the services they need.

# # #
Zelf rijden

Wilt u als redacteur zelf een keer met een van de nieuwe Ford modellen rijden, neem dan contact op met de afdeling PR van Ford Nederland via prfordnl@ford.com.

Uw lezers zijn uiteraard ook van harte welkom om een proefrit in te plannen bij één van de officiële Ford dealers. Het aanvragen van een proefrit kan via www.ford.nl/handige-links/ik-wil/proefrit-aanvragen. 
Ford Motor Company
Ford Motor Company is wereldwijd toonaangevend op het gebied van auto's en mobiliteit. Het bedrijf is gevestigd in Dearborn, Mich., Verenigde Staten en heeft wereldwijd 200.000 werknemers. De kerntaken zijn het ontwerpen, fabriceren, op de markt brengen, financieren en onderhouden van een volledig assortiment personenauto's, pick-ups, SUV's en elektrisch aangedreven auto's van het merk Ford. Ook het luxemerk Lincoln maakt deel uit van Ford. Daarnaast houdt Ford zich via Ford Smart Mobility intensief bezig met nieuwe mogelijkheden. Zo streeft Ford ernaar om toonaangevend te zijn op het gebied van connectiviteit, mobiliteit, autonome auto's, klantervaring en data analytics. Meer informatie over Ford, internationale producten of Ford Motor Credit Company vindt u op www.corporate.ford.com.
Ford Europa fabriceert, verkoopt en onderhoudt auto's van het merk Ford in 50 afzonderlijke markten en heeft ongeveer 53.000 werknemers in dienst. Joint ventures en zelfstandige activiteiten meegeteld, werken er ongeveer 68.000 mensen. Ford Europa bestaat uit Ford Motor Credit Company, Ford Customer Service Division en 24 productiefaciliteiten (16 eigen of geïntegreerde joint venture-faciliteiten en 8 zelfstandige joint venture-faciliteiten). De eerste auto's van Ford werden in 1903 naar Europa verscheept, hetzelfde jaar waarin Ford Motor Company is opgericht. De productie in Europa begon in 1911.
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