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                 Mediabericht 



Vijf Ford GT’s zijn klaar voor het gevecht onder de merken op Le Mans
· De Ford Chip Ganassi Racing Ford GT’s zijn klaar om te strijden op Le Mans tijdens de laatste race van Ford Motor Company in het huidige GT programma

· Klanten team Keating Motorsports met o.a. Jeroen Bleekemolen als coureur, kijkt uit om zich tijdens Le Mans aan te sluiten met hun #85 Ford GT 

· Ford Le Mans livestream geeft fans tijdens 24-uurs race een kijkje in de cockpit van de fabrieks Ford GT’s via www.fordperformance.tv
· 24 uur van Le Mans begint op zaterdag 15 juni om 15.00 uur

Amstelveen, 5 juni, 2019 – De gevechtslinies zijn getekend en het decor staat voor een historisch treffen tijdens Le Mans op 15 en 16 juni. Vijftig jaar na het vier jaar op rij winnen op Le Mans, is het niet langer een strijd tussen Ford en Ferrari. Het is Ford tegen Ferrari, BMW, Aston Martin, Corvette en Porsche. Een gigantische strijd tussen deze teams staat op de planning en het Ford Chip Ganassi Racing team is voor de laatste keer… ready to “Go Like Hell”!
Lees hieronder het volledige bericht in het Engels:

Ford’s four-year commitment to race the spectacular Ford GTs at the Le Mans 24 Hours has provided the Blue Oval with memories to last a lifetime, with many highs and lows along the way. Crucially it has been a place for innovation and learning; in the machines and the people who build, run and drive them. 

“This last Le Mans for the Ford team will certainly be an emotional one,” said Mark Rushbrook, global director of Ford Performance Motorsport. “With this programme, we gave ourselves the objective to return to Le Mans 50 years after our first win in 1966 to get on the top step, and we achieved that in year one. However, that has not diminished our desire to continue to deliver success, and the fact that we have been on the podium every year we have competed at Le Mans shows how consistent the team has been. For our last Le Mans, we have five GTs on the grid, including the Keating Motorsports car, so I can only hope that we go out on a high. Whatever happens, it has been the ride of a lifetime and we are very grateful to the ACO and WEC for all of their support.” 

Ford is the only one of the current GTE Pro manufacturers to have finished on the podium at the last three Le Mans. Wearing brand new liveries to celebrate past successes, all four factory Ford GTs are being raced by drivers who have their sights firmly set on the top step of the podium.  

The #66 Ford GT will be raced by Stefan Mücke (GER), Olivier Pla (FRA) and Billy Johnson (USA). As a Frenchman, a win at Le Mans would mean more than anything to Pla.

“We say it every year but we mean it every year, we want to win Le Mans!” Pla said. “This is our last chance to do it in a factory Ford GT so the pressure is higher than ever but we are feeling good, we are feeling strong, and we are ready to get out there and race for the win.”

The regular #67 crew of Andy Priaulx (GB) and Harry Tincknell (GB) are joined by Jonathan Bomarito (USA) for Le Mans and they will be a trio to look out for if their recent pace is anything to go by.

“I think the performance we’ve shown in the WEC and IMSA races in the last year puts us right in the frame,” Tincknell said. “Jonathan (Bomarito) did a great job at Sebring so I think we’ll be a strong crew. We’ve got close before so there’s no reason to think we can’t win it. All any driver can ask for is a competitive car and we have that so it’s up to us to execute it. We’re due some good luck so why not? Let’s go for it!”

Joey Hand (US) makes his return to the #68 Ford GT at Le Mans, now fully recovered from a recent virus. Along with Dirk Müller (GER) and Sébastien Bourdais (FRA) he won Le Mans in 2016 so he would be delighted to do the double in 2019.

"I'm about as excited to get back to Le Mans as I have ever been,” Hand said. “Missing the last two races because of illness has been hard, but getting ready for Le Mans has driven my recovery. I had a great two-day test on the Ford simulator and I’ve been working out hard to be physically ready for this tough race. It will be great to be back with the boys but, more importantly, it will be great to be back in the Ford GT and trying to win this great race. There is really no other race in the world like it, and I was honoured to be up on that top step with Dirk and Sebastien in 2016. We want to do it one more time for Ford, Ganassi, and all the people who have worked so hard on this programme over the years."

The #69 Ford GT crew of Ryan Briscoe (AUS), Richard Westbrook (UK) and Scott Dixon (NZ) have finished on the podium twice so far for Ford. They would like to complete the set this year after scoring a second and third place at Le Mans.

"I am very excited to go back to Le Mans this year, especially with the new paint schemes that honour some of the most successful Ford GT cars in Le Mans history,” Briscoe said. “Dixie, Westy and I have been up on that Le Mans podium but not on the top step so we'd really love to be up there this year to help thank everyone from Ford and Ganassi who had been part of this great programme. We have the right car in the Ford GT, along with the right team of people behind us to make a run for it. I can't wait to get started."

In the GTE Am class, the #85 Wynn’s-sponsored Keating Motorsports Ford GT is up against the might of Ferrari, Aston Martin and Porsche. Ben Keating (USA), Jeroen Bleekemolen (NETH) and Felipe Fraga (BRA) are up for the task and raring to go.

“I have so much personal history with Ford and Le Mans so I have never looked forward to a race as much as this one,” Keating said. “Ford has such a deep history with Le Mans and it is the 80th Anniversary for Wynn’s and I’ve had a partnership with them in my dealerships for years. I get the opportunity to combine all of this into the most anticipated Le Mans I’ve ever experienced. It is such an honour to be the first privateer to race the Ford GT. There are so many special ‘once in a lifetime’ pieces to this puzzle that it is hard to believe it has come together like it has. It is special in every way as I represent almost every part of my life in this race.”

The 87th Le Mans 24 Hours gets underway on Saturday, June 15 at 15:00 CET.
# # #
Zelf rijden

Wilt u als redacteur zelf een keer met een van de nieuwe Ford modellen rijden, neem dan contact op met de afdeling PR van Ford Nederland via prfordnl@ford.com.

Uw lezers zijn uiteraard ook van harte welkom om een proefrit in te plannen bij één van de officiële Ford dealers. Het aanvragen van een proefrit kan via www.ford.nl/handige-links/ik-wil/proefrit-aanvragen. 
Ford Motor Company

Ford Motor Company is wereldwijd toonaangevend op het gebied van auto's en mobiliteit. Het bedrijf is gevestigd in Dearborn, Mich., Verenigde Staten en heeft wereldwijd 196.000 werknemers. De kerntaken zijn het ontwerpen, fabriceren, op de markt brengen, financieren en onderhouden van een volledig assortiment personenauto's, pick-ups, SUV's en elektrisch aangedreven auto's van het merk Ford. Ook het luxemerk Lincoln maakt deel uit van Ford. Daarnaast houdt Ford zich via Ford Smart Mobility intensief bezig met nieuwe mogelijkheden. Zo streeft Ford ernaar om toonaangevend te zijn op het gebied van connectiviteit, mobiliteit, autonome auto's, klantervaring en data analytics. Meer informatie over Ford, internationale producten of Ford Motor Credit Company is te vinden op www.corporate.ford.com.
Ford Europa fabriceert, verkoopt en onderhoudt auto's van het merk Ford in vijftig afzonderlijke markten en heeft ongeveer 49.000 werknemers in dienst. Joint ventures en zelfstandige activiteiten meegeteld, werken er ongeveer 63.000 mensen. Ford Europa bestaat uit Ford Motor Credit Company, Ford Customer Service Division en 23 productiefaciliteiten (zestien eigen of geïntegreerde joint venture-faciliteiten en acht zelfstandige joint venture-faciliteiten). De eerste auto's van Ford werden in 1903 naar Europa verscheept, hetzelfde jaar waarin Ford Motor Company is opgericht. De productie in Europa begon in 1911.

Voor meer informatie over Ford:
Ford Nederland B.V.

Afdeling Public Relations

Sebastiaan van de Pol

Telefoon: 020-5044504
E-mail: prfordnl@ford.com
Mediasite: www.fordmediacenter.nl

 
 
 
 

Ga naar www.fordmediacenter.nl voor persinformatie, aanvullend materiaal, hoge-resolutiefoto's en video´s

Volg Ford op www.facebook.com/FordNederland, www.twitter.com/PRFordNL of http://www.youtube.com/user/Fordnederland
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