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                 Mediabericht 



Iers duo maakt Ford M-Sport team klaar voor de toekomst
· Ford kondigt nieuw Ford M-Sport team aan: Craig Breen en Paul Nagle nemen het voortouw
· WRC wordt gereden met gloednieuwe M-Sport Ford Puma Hybrid Rally1-auto
Amstelveen, 6 oktober 2021 – M-Sport Ford is trots om aan te kondigen dat Craig Breen en Paul Nagle het voortouw zullen nemen in de aanval op het FIA World Rally Championship van 2022 en 2023. De meerjarige overeenkomst ziet hun recente indrukwekkende prestaties beloond, waarbij zij het volledige WRC-seizoen achter het stuur kruipen van de geheel nieuwe M-Sport Ford Puma Hybrid Rally1-auto.

De 31-jarige Breen zal de volledige inzet en expertise van het volledige M-Sport Ford World Rally team ontvangen. De ploeg streeft ernaar hun successen van 2017 en 2018 te herhalen. Dat was de laatste keer dat er zo'n radicale herziening van de sportieve en technische reglementen is geweest.

Lees het bericht hieronder verder in het Engels:

Having sampled the Puma Hybrid Rally1 car on gravel in Cumbria a few weeks ago, Breen was more than impressed and excited by the team’s latest creation and is now fully focussed on delivering the results and success that both he and the squad know is possible.

2022 will see all-new technical regulations, with the WRC moving to a new and exciting era of competition. Space frame chassis coupled with 100kw Hybrid Motors delivering additional 130hp bursts of power throughout the special stages and 100% sustainable fuel moves the sport into a more environmentally conscious direction, whilst still retaining the core DNA of the world’s most exciting off-road motorsport series.

Despite only ever having partial WRC campaigns to date, recent results have seen Breen and Nagle become the talk of the service park. A third placed finish on last weekend’s Rally Finland has meant the Irishman has achieved four podiums in his last seven events, and he currently lies 6th in the drivers’ championship despite only competing in half of the season’s events!

Breen and Nagle have long been in the sights of M-Sport Managing Director, Malcolm Wilson. Having won the 2011 FIA WRC Academy in an M-Sport-built Fiesta R2, this championship title would deliver Breen a career-transforming prize package allowing him to step up to the wheel of a Ford Fiesta S2000. The following season Breen would win four

S-WRC events seeing him take another outright championship title. 

Thanks to M-Sport’s ‘Ladder of Opportunity,’ Breen was then able to kick-start his career at the top level, competing up until now partial season programmes with a number of other WRC teams, but in 2022 he will return to where it all began, with the 2017 Manufacturers and Drivers’, and 2018 Drivers’ WRC Champions. 

M-Sport and Breen now have the chance to add to Breen’s impressive recent statistics, and are more determined than ever to help him succeed in what looks to be one of the most exciting seasons in decades.

Breen’s full-time career as an M-Sport Ford Puma Rally1 driver will start in October with a multi-surface test in Spain, and with just over 100 days before the team lines up for the start of the iconic Monte-Carlo Rally, the team cannot wait to start this new chapter and bring success to him, the team and his global fan base. News of other crews in M-Sport’s driving team will be announced in due course. 

Malcolm Wilson OBE, Managing Director, M-Sport:

“I have known and followed Craig’s progress for over ten years now, his father was a great customer of M-Sport and I have watched Craig develop in a number of different M-Sport cars, using our ladder of opportunity to get him to where he is today. His performances this season have not gone unnoticed, delivering fantastic consistent results whilst only having a partial WRC programme. We started discussions about the possibility of joining forces a number of months ago and I am very excited to be able to now officially announce that he will lead the team for the next two seasons. We have a fantastic car in the Puma and I have no doubt that Craig and the Puma will deliver success for the team in the coming seasons. I also know how important rallying is to the Irish fans, and these fans have always supported M-Sport, so I cannot wait to see everything come together with the release of this news.”

Richard Millener, Team Principal, M-Sport Ford World Rally Team:

“I have known Craig since his first ever rally in an M-Sport car and got to know him more and more when he was competing in the ST championship and I was championship co-ordinator. We often joke about how we have both progressed our careers and where we find ourselves now, but it will be a pleasure and an honour to link up with him again to see what we can achieve at the highest level of the sport, for the next two seasons, in the most exciting era for WRC in a long time. I am very confident Craig and Paul can deliver the very best results for the team and I cannot wait to see them lining up for the start of the Monte Carlo Rally in only a few months’ time. Our goal now is to get both the lads comfortable in the team and give them all they need to help deliver the results with the new Puma. I cannot wait to get started, it is genuinely a really exciting time for not only me personally, but everyone involved in this adventure.”

Craig Breen, Driver, M-Sport Ford World Rally Team:

"I am so happy and proud to be joining the M-Sport Ford World Rally Team with Paul by my side. It has been a long road for us in the World Rally Championship with many twists and turns but we have now been given a golden ticket to drive for the most prestigious marque in motorsport and fight for the World Rally Championship. 

“Ford has always been very close to my heart as my career started in the Ford Fiesta R2 winning the Junior World Rally Championship, before winning the S2000 World Rally Championship in a Ford Fiesta S2000. I love rallying, every nuance of the sport, but especially the history. To add my name to the list of drivers that have driven for Ford is a bit surreal, drivers like Ari Vatanen, Hannu Mikkola, Colin McRae and Carlos Sainz. To have my name etched in the history books besides these greats is a huge privilege. 

“Being a very proud Irish man, to drive for Ford is something even more special to me as Henry Ford’s father was born in Ireland before emigrating to America. The love and passion for the brand in Ireland is still huge to this day.

“I am humbled by the faith that Malcolm, Rich and everyone in the M-Sport team has shown in us. Now I really can’t wait to get to Casino Square, Monte Carlo for the opening round of the championship and do the blue oval proud!”

Paul Nagle, Co-Driver, M-Sport Ford World Rally Team:

"I’m really excited to be involved with the M-Sport Ford World Rally Team as we enter the new Hybrid era of the World Rally Championship. I have worked with many teams in my time in the WRC but always wanted to join the Ford family.

“The team at M-Sport has a track record of producing some of the best rally cars and I’m sure 2022 will be no exception. Both Craig and I are hungry for victories and to fight for the World Rally Championship title, we will be giving it our very best.”
# # #

Zelf rijden

Wil je als redacteur zelf een keer met een van de nieuwe Ford modellen rijden, neem dan contact op met de afdeling PR van Ford Nederland via prfordnl@ford.com.

Lezers zijn uiteraard ook van harte welkom om een proefrit in te plannen bij één van de officiële Ford dealers. Het aanvragen van een proefrit kan via www.ford.nl/handige-links/ik-wil/proefrit-aanvragen. 
Ford Motor Company

Ford Motor Company is een wereldwijd bedrijf met als thuisbasis Dearborn, Michigan. Het bedrijf ontwerpt, produceert, verkoopt en onderhoudt een volledige lijn Ford personenauto’s, pick-ups, SUV's, geëlektrificeerde voertuigen en luxe Lincoln-voertuigen. Ook biedt het bedrijf financiële diensten via Ford Motor Credit Company en streeft het een leidende posities na in elektrificatie; mobiliteitsoplossingen, inclusief zelfrijdende diensten; en connected voertuigen. Ford heeft wereldwijd ongeveer 188.000 mensen in dienst. Ga voor meer informatie over Ford, de producten en Ford Motor Credit Company naar www.corporate.ford.com.

Ford of Europe produceert, verkoopt en onderhoudt voertuigen van het merk Ford in vijftig afzonderlijke markten en heeft ongeveer 43.000 werknemers in dienst. Joint ventures en zelfstandige activiteiten meegeteld, werken er ongeveer 55.000 mensen. Ford Europa bestaat uit Ford Motor Credit Company, Ford Customer Service Division en veertien productiefaciliteiten (tien eigen faciliteiten en vier zelfstandige joint venture-faciliteiten). De eerste auto's van Ford werden in 1903 naar Europa verscheept, hetzelfde jaar waarin Ford Motor Company is opgericht. De productie in Europa begon in 1911.

Voor meer informatie over Ford:
Ford Nederland B.V.

Afdeling Public Relations

Sebastiaan van de Pol

Telefoon: 020-5044504
E-mail: prfordnl@ford.com
Mediasite: www.fordmediacenter.nl

 
 
 
 

Ga naar www.fordmediacenter.nl voor persinformatie, aanvullend materiaal, hoge-resolutiefoto's en video´s

Volg Ford ook op Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, LinkedIn of YouTube.
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